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HEALTH bosses are to unveil a new “vision”
for Bridport Community Hospital this week,
but insist that plans to integrate services are
not about cutting costs.
Dorset HealthCare Trust, which provides commu-

nity health services across the county, will announce
plans to develop the hospital as a ‘hub’.
The new model is designed to incorporate a range

of easy-to-access services in one central facility, while
offering services in people’s own homes “whenever
possible”.
Bridport will become a base for community health-

care teams providing care for patients with single
health issues or complex physical and mental needs.
And the “integrated team” will respond “expertly,

rapidly and collaboratively” when individuals be-
come ill in their own homes, meaning they will only
be brought into hospital “if it is really necessary”.
Helen Persey, Dorset HealthCare’s Locality Man-

ager, said: “In Bridport, we have an opportunity to be
at the forefront of this countywide work.
“Dorset HealthCare is investing in Bridport Com-

munity Hospital to become a base for community
teams, working together to provide care that is co-or-
dinated, high quality and easy to access, whether you
have a physical health problem, a mental health prob-
lem, or need help from social care.”
The hospital will continue to provide community

beds for patients but will also be the point of access
for social support, x-ray services, exercise classes and
medical consultations.

Mrs Persey said the plans are “about doing the right
thing for patients” and are based on feedback that
suggests people want more care in their own homes.
But she emphasised that the changes are “not about

cutting services or reducing costs.”
She added: “The plans for Bridport hospital are

about making services better by working together to
provide what local people need.
“We want to keep people well in their own homes,

which means making sure our services meet individ-
ual needs and aspirations, irrespective of whether a
person has one health issue or multiple and complex
physical and mental health needs.
“Sometimes, health and social care services are not

provided in a joined up way, and our aim is to change
the way those services work together – not change the
services themselves.
“In practical terms, this means that rather than pro-

viding services in isolation, teams will work together
in what will be known as an 'integrated team', provid-
ing local services that are effective, easy to access and
available to all. This will include one number to con-
tact and one point of access into services.

“For people who are elderly, frail, or who have com-
plex needs, the team will work together to make sure
that care is co-ordinated and where there are a number
of people who are involved in a person's care, there
will be one person identified as the care coordinator.
“We have a vision for our community hospital, but

New ‘vision’ for Bridport hospital

� CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

by Jack Dixon
jack@pemedia.co.uk

� EIGHT-year-old
Mia Wood learns
to weave on a peg
loom at the eighth
annual Bridport
Community Or-
chard Apple Day,
which took place
on Saturday

See page 19
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tions has not increased.
It also stated that, in view of the

current economic climate, cover-
ing the cost of elections is “no
longer sustainable.” 

But Beaminster Council Chairman Gilbert Berry
said there was a “big question mark” over delegat-
ing extra responsibilities to town and parish coun-
cils.
“The overall picture is that they have to save

money and that that will have to be done at local
level – precepts will have to go up or services will
be cut completely,” he said.
“There is a big question mark over loading coun-

cils with additional funding problems. There will
be much more limitation in terms of what we can
do with our relatively small budgets.” 
He added: “I think this is a very retrograde step.”
In a full statement, Cllr Gould said all councils

are facing “huge cuts in funding” and must find
ways to make savings.
He said: “The ongoing financial challenge for the

public sector means that the district council will
have around £9 million less per year to provide
services in 2020 compared to what it had in 2010.
“The ground-breaking shared services partner-

ship with Weymouth & Portland Borough Council
has already saved around £3 milllion a year and we
are conducting in-depth service reviews.
“Thanks to these efficiencies, I am pleased we

sentative for the Bridport South
and Bothenhampton ward, said
WDDC has a statutory duty to
conduct local elections, a service
for which council taxpayers are
“already paying for in their council tax bill.”
He also criticised the council leadership for fail-

ing to consult local authorities, after indicating pre-
viously that it would do so.
Last month, council leader Robert Gould said:

“Before taking any decision likely to affect local
democracy we would want to consult first with
town and parish councils so that we properly un-
derstand how the possible different charging op-
tions might affect them.”
But the plans have been pushed through quickly

and councils will not be given the opportunity to
shape the new policy. Instead, councils will be
briefed on the changes. 
A spokesperson said: “The district council will

be writing to all town and parish councils to advise
them of the changes and to make sure we can ad-
dress any individual concerns they may have.”
A report presented to the district council execu-

tive committee last week explained that, despite a
change in the policy in 2002 to encourage more
candidates to stand, the number of contested elec-
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BEAMINSTER Town Council and parish author-
ities in the surrounding area will have to pick up
the bill for local elections, under new rules an-
nounced last week.
Since 2002, West Dorset District Council has

covered the cost of town and parish council elec-
tions, but from 2019 it will recharge the expense
to local authorities in a bid to save money.
A total of £20,000 was spent on casual vacancy

elections across West Dorset last year, and the
council dipped into its reserves to balance the
books.
WDDC puts the move down to huge public fund-

ing cuts and is conducting a wide-ranging review
of its services.
But councillors have already expressed their dis-

may at the latest proposals, approved by execu-
tives last Tuesday (October 14th).
Councillor David Tett, a district council repre-

DISTRICT COUNCIL WILL PRESS AHEAD
WITH ‘RETROGRADE’ ELECTION POLICY

By Jack Dixon
jack@pemedia.co.uk

are able to continue to subsidise the ordinary town
and parish elections scheduled for May 2015 and
all casual vacancies until April 2019.
“Charges after that will be on a cost recovery

basis, so no charges will be paid by parish and
town councils until 2020/21.”

MAT Follas, previous owner of The Wild
Garlic restaurant in Beaminster, cooked
recipes from his forthcoming cookbook at
this year’s Eat Dorset Food Fair, which took
place at Parnham House last weekend.

�� See pages 6 & 7 for the full story.

Eat Dorset fair
huge success

RegisLyme Regis

EXCLUSIVE
by GEOFF BAKER
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BYLAWS BACKLASH
Uproar over council decision
on cycling and skateboarding

� THE town council sign asking people to re-
spect the cemetery

THE decision by a bitterly-divided Lyme
Regis Town Council to allow cycling and
skateboarding on the Marine Parade, in the
seafront gardens and in the cemetery has
caused a backlash of unprecedented fury
from residents – with many predicting that
the decision will cost the offending coun-
cillors their seats.
A huge wave of anger and exasperation has met the

move by six councillors to change the bylaws without
any public consultation and allow bikes and boards in
popular pedestrian places in the town.
Councillors voted by a majority of one to allow cy-

clists and skateboarders to use Marine Parade, previ-
ously nicknamed “The Walk”,  for the first time in 40
years, as well as Langmoor Gardens, Lister Gardens
and the town cemetery off Charmouth Road.
Many residents have reacted angrily, protesting that

bikes and boards on the parade will dramatically in-
crease the likelihood of collisions and injuries.
But it was the decision not to ban skateboarding in

the cemetery which most incensed locals, who are
calling for the councillors who voted it through –

Mark Gage, Terry O’Grady, Chris Clipson, Lorna
Jenkin, Rikey Austin and Lucy Campbell - to be
turfed off the council at the election in May.
After the View From Lyme Regis led opposition to

the council decision last week, residents took to social
media to express their outrage against the six coun-
cillors, most of whom moved to Lyme in recent years.
In an astonishing series of posts on town sites on

Facebook, residents damned the six councillors as
“grockles”, “incomers” and shameful and called for
them to go.
One of the most popular posts was by Adam Austin,

A GROUP of residents
say they will fight for
the construction of a
wind farm being pro-
posed off Slyer’s Lane
between Dorchester
and Charminster.
But opponents, the

Dorset Campaign to
Protect Rural England
(CPRE) claim the six
115 metre high turbines
“would be highly dam-
aging to West Dorset's
exceptional and highly
valued landscape, her-

itage and amenity as-
sets.”
The West Dorset Pro

Wind group have ac-
cused a residents’ group
opposing the scheme of
‘mis-representing’ the
proposal, including
producing a photomon-
tage which they say ex-
aggerates the impact of

DorchesterDorchester
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�� PRO-WIND farm campaigners who want the turbines between Dorchester and Charminster

WIND OF CHANGE BLOWING
IN SLYER’S TURBINE DEBATE

the turbines and shows
seven turbines, rather
than the six being pro-
posed.
“We fully appreciate

that opposing and pas-
sionate views are held
in the community and
that perceptions about
visual impact and vi-
sual aesthetic are sub-
jective. We would like
to be part of a balanced,
informed and clean de-
bate,” said Dorchester
resident Jeanie Averill
on behalf of the West
Dorset Pro Wind
Group.
The group supports

developer Broadview’s
offer of a community
benefits fund which the
company say should
produce at least
£1.5million over the
wind farm’s 25 year
life.
“Such an offer is

strictly in line with the
recommendations for
best practice in the De-
partment of Energy and
Climate Change’s 2014
Community Energy
Strategy. The aim of
this policy is that com-
munities closest to re-
newable energy
projects should be able

to share in the financial
benefits and ownership.
A developer would be
at fault if it did not
make such an offer,”
said the Pro Wind
Group.
The group also dis-

pute CPRE’s calcula-
tion that the area has
almost reached its re-
newable energy target
and that therefore there
is no need for any more
turbine projects. 
“The reality is that to

achieve the local target
by 2020 will require a
2.5 to 3 fold increase in
renewable energy de-
ployment in
Bournemouth, Dorset
and Poole over the next
six years.  We have ob-
tained this in a state-
ment from the
Renewable Energy De-
velopment Officer for
Dorset County Coun-
cil.”
Broadview say the

scheme will generate
enough power to meet
the needs of over 8,000
homes.
John Leith, Broad-

view’s project manager,
said: “We have been
working closely with
local residents and if
the project is granted
consent there will be a
significant community
benefit fund as well as
an opportunity for peo-

ple to invest in the wind
farm themselves.
Dorset CPRE said in

a statement: “There is
now overwhelming ev-
idence that the damage
they would cause out-
weighs the need for
them by a large margin.
“The current estimate

for renewable energy
generation from large
onshore wind turbines
in the UK exceeds the
Government's maxi-
mum 2020 projection
by a massive 36 per

cent. The Government
has made it clear that its
maximum projection
would make an appro-
priate and sufficient
contribution from on-
shore wind to the UK's
2020 renewable energy
target.
“For the County of

Dorset, the current esti-
mate for annual renew-
able energy generation
from all technologies is
97 per cent of the 2020
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B U C K I N G H A M
Palace is to stage a
fundraising dinner in
aid of the stunning £30
million Mass Extinc-
tion Memorial Obser-
vatory project on
Portland.
The event on Novem-

ber 5th will be hosted
by the Duke of Edin-
burgh who is MEMO’s
royal patron.
It is the latest step

forward towards creat-
ing a huge tower
carved with images of
all the species to have
become extinct in mod-
ern times in a project
which has global sup-
port.
Guests will include

MEMO patron Profes-
sor Ed Wilson, widely
hailed as the greatest

botanist in the world.
The MEMO project

is now being pursued
in formal partnership
with his E O Wilson
Biodiversity Founda-
tion in the United
States.
Prof Wilson, a keen

supporter of MEMO,
will be visiting Port-
land on November 3rd
two days before the
palace fundraising din-
ner for a ceremony for-
mally to break the first
ground for building
MEMO at Bowers
Quarry.
MEMO founder Se-

bastian Brooke, who
will also be attending
both ceremony and
dinner, told the View:
“These are exciting
times and this is won-

PALACE DINNER TO RAISE FUNDS
FOR PORTLAND’S MEMO PROJECT

By Harry Walton
hdswalton@yahoo.co.uk

derful news.
“To have the greatest

biologist in the world
supporting MEMO is a
massive, massive en-
dorsement.
“After the ground

breaking Prof Wilson
will give a public lec-
ture on global biodiver-
sity and MEMO at the
Isle of Portland
Aldridge Community
Academy at Royal
Manor.
“The lecture is free

but tickets are required
for it and these become
available today from
www.memoproject.org.
“We are working very

closely Prof Wilson’s

Foundation to attract
money for the MEMO
project and the Buck-
ingham Palace dinner is
part of that fundraising.
“Raising the £30 mil-

lion could be done in
two stages, with £20
million first and then
another £10 million.”
Mr Brooke added that

other guests at the din-
ner will be Foundation
head Paula Ehrlich and
MEMO chairman, Sir

�� Professor E O Wilson, supporter of MEMO

DORCHESTER:
A35 Cafe
Co-op
Dorset County Council
Dorset County Hospital
Goulds
Joseph Weld Hospice
Palmer Snell Estate Agent
Peter Pan Fish & Chips
Railway Station
Tesco
TIC
Thomas Hardy Centre
West Dorset District Council
Waitrose
Wetherspoons
a

POUNDBURY:
MacDonalds
(A35 Roundabout)
The Octagon
The Engine Room

MAIDEN NEWTON:
Cattistock Stores
Premier Stores
S Fowler Newsagent

CHARMINSTER:
Charminster Stores

WINTERBOURNE ABBAS:
Coach & Horses

BEAMINSTER:
Brainwave
Craft Centre
Co-op
Elder & Froy
Outside Green Co
Post Office
Public Hall

BROADWINDSOR:
Broadwindsor Shop

MOSTERTON:
Mosterton Post Office

LYME REGIS:
Boots
Co-op
Cottage Bakery
Good Food Store
Kent House Medical Centre
Library
Lyme Fish Bar
Lyme Medical Centre
Martin Diplock
Nags Head
Palmer Snell Estate Agents
Post Office
Rainbow 
Royal Lion
Serendip Bookshop
Slipway
Staples Stores
TIC
Travis Perkins

CHARMOUTH:
Charmouth Fish & Chip
Fortnam, Smith & Banwell 
George Hotel 
Newlands Holiday Park
Premier Stores
Seadown Holiday Park
Wood Farm Caravan Park

MORECOMBELAKE:
Felicity’s Farm Shop

UPLYME:
Uplyme Services & PO

RAYMONDS HILL:
Hunters Lodge Pub
Raymonds Hill PO & Store

ROUSDON:
Rousdon Garage

BRIDPORT:
Allyways
Amsafe
Arts Centre
Balsons Butcher
Bartlett Town & Country
Bridge House Hotel
Bridport Filling Station
Co-op
Footeprints
Fowlers
Good News Newsagents
Groves
Harbour Bonfield
Hospital
Jaxsons Deli
Joe’s Cafe
Leisure Centre
Lilliput
Longs Fish & Chips
Morrisons
Post Office
Record Centre
Skilling Stores
Spar
TIC
Town Council
Travis Perkins
Vicary & Co
Waitrose
W.Frost & Co

MORECOMBELAKE:
Felcity’s Farm Shop
Post Office

CHIDEOCK:
Post Office - Londis

EYPE:
Highlands End Holiday Park

WEST BAY:
Cafe Ellipse
Haddon House Hotel
Harbour Cafe
Harbour News
Spar
West Bay Holiday Park

BURTON BRADSTOCK:
Burton Bradstock Garage
Hive Beach Cafe
Post Office

BROADWINDSOR:
Craft Centre

BRADPOLE:
Post Office
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Lyme Regis
WEYMOUTH:
Alf’s Fish & Chips
Asda
Bookers
Borough Council
Brewer’s Quay
Co-op
Community Hospital
Direct Moves
Esso Garage
Goulds Garden Centre
Heritage Centre
Library
Lynch Lane Garden Centre
Manns Estate Agents
Morrisons
Overcombe PO
Railway Station
Redlands Leisure Centre
The Pavilion
Sainsburys
Sausage Factory
The Value House

PORTLAND:
Community 2000
Compass Point
Co-op Fortuneswell
Easton Co-op
Island Homes
Jackson Gallery
Osprey Leisure Centre
Portland Co-Op - Western
R T Cards Ltd
Sailing Academy
Tesco
The Heights
The Pulpit
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