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PEDESTRIAN safety fears have been raised
about the proposed new location for Axmin-
ster Post Office.
Post Office Ltd has revealed plans to move Axmin-

ster Post Office from West Street to Victoria Place to
make it part of Martin’s newsagent (McColls).

The proposed move is designed to provide a “modern
retail environment” and extended opening hours.
A public consultation exercise runs until November 6th,

and the move is scheduled for December this year.

Town up in arms over
new site for Post Office

But, as part of the consultation exercise, Councillor
Douglas Hull has already written to Post Office Ltd and
requested that the matter is put on the agenda for the next
Axminster Town Council meeting.
He said: “I speak as a district and town councillor, with

a wife in a wheelchair and many constituents who use
wheelchairs and sticks – and parents with push chairs.
“I would point out that the pavement is the narrowest

in the town and constantly driven over by heavy lorries
on this dangerous corner.

Worst location in town
“The congestion outside the premises is at present a

problem, with people having to step into the street to by-
pass wheelchairs, etc.
“Add to this the increase in the number of people, some

in wheelchairs, coming to collect pensions as well as or-
dinary post – this will be an injury waiting to happen.”
Town mayor Jeremy Walden echoed the thoughts of Mr

Hull, saying: “My personal opinion is that of all the lo-
cations in the town, this is probably the worst.
“It is potentially very dangerous.”
He said, however, that although far from ideal, it may

be an acceptable proposal if work is done on the entrance
and that another door, currently locked, could be opened
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Showroom with FREE parking at
Castle Hill, Axminster, EX13 5PY
TELEPHONE: 01297 33771
Mon-Fri 8.30 to 5.00 Sat 8.30 - 3.00
www.wellscarpetbroker.co.uk Give us a try – You will be amazed at what we have to offer!

No need to wait for a sale
at Wells Carpets. Our
Wholesale Prices are
available all year round.SALE?

Step forward for heritage centre
THE establishment of a her-
itage centre for Axminster in
the town’s original carpet fac-
tiry took a step closer to real-
ity last week with the opening
of a community room and of-
fice accommodation in the Sil-
ver Street building.

7e project to use the upper
floors for community use was
made possible by financial
support from Making It Local
funding, chaired by Councillor
Paul Diviani, leader of East
Devon District Council, who is
pictured presenting John
Church, chairman of Axmin-
ster Heritage, with a plaque at
a ceremony on 7ursday of
last week.

Full story on page 4

£100,000
upgrade at
Axminster
Primary

- see page 7

Top tenant
gardeners
in East
Devon
- see page 7
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THE company working to develop Seaton
Heights site hopes to bring about 30 jobs to the
town.
More than 350 people attended a two-day consulta-

tion and information event in Seaton Town Hall, or-
ganised by Lyme Bay Leisure.
Lyme Bay Leisure acquired the site in June of this

year and put together fresh proposals for the derelict
hotel. 
Lyme Bay Leisure chairman David Sullivan said:

“Currently, the scheme is for a brasserie restaurant,
coffee shop, swimming pool and fitness gym open to
Seaton residents, and a boutique hotel with 12-15
rooms, plus 42 holiday cottages. These are for all year
round holiday and weekend lettings. 
“Lyme Bay is confident, when the resort is in full

swing, it will provide job opportunities for more than
30 people, including management, holiday sales and
marketing, chef and kitchen staff, waiting staff, clean-
ers, grounds and maintenance staff, pool staff and fit-
ness trainers.” 

A GLASS ornament, valued at £2,000, has
been stolen from ;e Steam Gallery in
Beer. 

;e theft is believed to have taken place
on ;ursday, September 19th at some
point between 2:45pm and 3:20pm. 

A police spokesperson said: "Two males
entered and stole a glass ornament.  

“A witness believes that they spoke with
an Essex accent. ;e first suspect is de-
scribed as white, stocky build, around 5’10”
– 11ft in height with mid-length, brown
hair. He was wearing beige trousers with a
blue jumper. 

“;e second man was described as
white, shorter than the first male, with
short cropped hair and wearing a blue wa-
terproof jacket.  

“He was carrying a hessian bag for life
which has ‘BEER’ on the side. It appears
that one suspect distracted the lone shop
assistant while the second took the item
and left the shop.” 

;e ornament was made by Peter Layton
and is from the Arrival of Spring collection.   

Anyone with any information is asked to
call police on 101, quoting reference KN/13
/428.

� An ornament similar to the stolen one from +e Steam
Gallery in Beer

££22,,000000 oorrnnaammeenntt
ssttoolleenn ffrroomm ggaalllleerryy

TOWN CLERK RESIGNS
;ird senior officer in three years to quit
THE crisis enveloping Seaton Town
Council took another turn this week with
the resignation of new town clerk Mike
Neale.
Mike Neale, 54, tendered his resignation in

a letter to town mayor Gaynor Sedgwick on
Thursday afternoon after holding the posi-
tion for just three months.
He was the third town clerk to leave the

council in three years, following in the foot-
steps of Tony le Rich, who also served for
only a short period.
At the September meeting councillors and

members of the public praised Mr Neale’s effi-
ciency, paying tribute to how he had got to grips
within 48 hours with a list of disabled issues in
Seaton, one of the most controversial matters in
the town at the moment.
Mr Neale, who lives in Colyford, was unavail-

able for comment this week.
Mayor Gaynor Sedgwick has found herself em-

broiled in an argument with the disabled com-
munity over, allegedly, telling blind resident

John Barrington Rowell to “shut up and sit
down” at a previous council meeting.
At the September meeting, at which several

residents called for her resignation, Council-
lor Sedgwick said there was a “dispute” over
whether she used the words “shut up and sit
down” but added she intended no offence to
Mr Barrington Rowell or the disabled com-
munity.

Seaton has so much potential
Councillor Sedgwick confirmed to Pul-

man’s View that Mr Neale had tendered his
resignation in a letter and that she had called
a meeting of the full council on Thursday
(October 3rd) for the council to “discuss the
next step”. She was unable to comment fur-
ther.
After taking the job in June, Mr Neale, a De-

vonian who worked for 35 years in banking
in London, told the View: “Seaton has so

much potential and living locally to the town I
want to see it fulfil its potential ambitions and
become a successful seaside town.
“All the building blocks are in place and now

there just needs to be the momentum and for
everyone to play an active part to ensure Seaton
can shine.
“I am fully committed and want this position

to work for me, my family for the town.”

� MIKE NEALE - town clerk for just three months

30 new jobs at
Seaton Heights
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Lorry smashes into rooftop

Goose Fayre hampered by weather
COLYFORD Goose Fayre had to be scaled down and moved
indoors for the first time in 22 years due to poor weather.

9e annual event still went ahead on Saturday, but sched-
uled rain meant the attractions were scaled down to fit in
Colyford Memorial Hall, rather than the Pountney’s field off
Seaton Road, for the first time since 1991.

9e traditional event still attracted a big crowd, with the
hall bursting with stalls selling food, crafts and plants. Al-
though the costume procession was cancelled, many still
wore their Medieval outfits to the fayre.

Entertainment was provided by the Early Music Group of
the Woodroffe School in Lyme Regis and a Medieval minstrel.

9e total raised is not yet known but chairman of the
Goose Fayre Committee, Dave Horrill, said he thought they
would break even, having had to pay for the marquee, toilets
and insurance that was not needed on the day.

He said: “It still went off very well. I think everyone who
came along enjoyed themselves so we made the best of a
bad job!”

9e Goose Fayre derives from a seven-day fair  granted by
King John to founder of the Borough of Colyford, 9omas
Bassett, in 1207 at Michaelmas.

More photos on page 10

A DELIVERY lorry
smashed into the roof
of a house in Colyton
when driving through
a narrow road.
The incident took place

in Vicarage Street on Fri-
day afternoon, leaving a
chunk of masonry in the

road and damaged tiles
and thatch on the roof.
The owner of the house,

an elderly lady, did not
want to be named or make

a comment at this time, but
neighbours have con-
firmed this is not the first
time the house has been
damaged by passing traf-
fic.
Concerned neighbour

Paul Arnott said this was
the “umpteenth time this
has happened”, despite the
owner of the house writing
to Colyton Parish Council
asking for something to be
done about large vehicles
using the narrow road after
previous incidents.
Speaking to Pulman’s
View, parish councillor

Caroline Collier said they
were in contact with
Devon County Council
highways and had asked if

it was possible for another
sign to be placed at the top
of the road, warning driv-
ers of the narrow street.

� BIT OF A SQUEEZE: 3e delivery lorry
struggles to pass through Vicarage Street.
Right, the damaged tile and thatch roof
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Sidmouth man charged with 
murder following hotel death
A 41-YEAR-old Sidmouth man, Nicholas Jameson,
has been charged with murder and remanded in cus-
tody.
The arrest was made following the death of 71-year-

old Nottingham man Brian Kemp in a pub.
Police were called to the Black Horse Hotel shortly

after 10pm on Thursday, September 26th.
A police spokesperson said on Friday morning: “Of-

ficers were called after receiving a report that a man
had been assaulted.

“A 71-year-old man was found at the scene.  
“Despite efforts of officers and paramedics the man

was pronounced deceased a short time later.  
“A 41-year-old local man was arrested at the scene

on suspicion of murder and is in police custody in Ex-
eter.

“We believe this is an isolated incident. We under-
stand news of this incident will be troubling for many
in the Sidmouth area and to reassure local people there
will be some extra officers on patrol in the town.”
Police would like to appeal for anyone with any in-

formation about this incident, particularly if they were
in the Black Horse Hotel from late afternoon into the
early evening. 
Anyone with any information should call 101 quot-

ing crime reference number KS/13/554.

A WOMAN was airlifted to hospital after falling
about 50ft down cliffs at Jacob's Ladder in Sid-
mouth.

It is unclear if she jumped deliberately or fell
when talking to police negotiators.

Police and Coastguard units were called at
about 6pm on 3ursday September 26th.

A Coastguard spokesperson said: "Police re-
ported a female, aged 40, who was threatening
suicide from the cliffs at Jacob's Ladder. 

Beer and Sidmouth Coastguards responded. 
"Once on scene the police attempted to nego-

tiate with the woman.
"However, sometime later she ended up at the

bottom of the cliff after either jumping or falling. 
"She was attended to by paramedics, Coast-

guard and police until the Coastguard rescue
helicopter arrived. 

"She was extracted by the helicopter crew and
flown to Southampton General Hospital where
she was met by doctors and Southampton
Coastguard Officers."

A police spokesperson said: "Police attended
following an earlier report of a missing woman in
the Exeter area. 

"3e female slipped down the cliff approxi-
mately 50 feet.

"She was unconscious and breathing and
transferred to hospital."

Woman injured in
Jacob’s Ladder fall

By Anders Larsson
anders@tindlenews.co.uk
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Please see page: 7� HUGE crowds gathered in Sidmouth for the town’s annual carnival. See pages 8 & 9 for full story and photos
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THE Beehive community complex project has
celebrated reaching the topping out stage, which
in building trade parlance means that the roof is
on. 
A formal topping out ceremony for invited guests

was held on September 26th, including hard hats and
the grand tour. 
Honiton Town Council is the organisation behind

the project, which will see “a modern, purpose-built
centre for community, social, arts and business use”
in Dowell Street car park.  
When complete, the two-storey venue will include

a central hall with a seating capacity of 300 plus town
council offices and other facilities including a
cafe/bar area. 
Building contractor Midas hope to leave the site at

some point in January, and the venue should be up
and running later next year. 
Honiton mayor David Foster attended the topping

out ceremony and got his hands dirty when trying his

hand at bricklaying. 
After his brief attempt at being a brickie, he said: “I

found it very exciting. I'm impressed with the struc-
ture. You can see it coming together fantastically.”
The total cost is estimated at £2million, most of the

funding coming through a grant from East Devon
District Council (EDDC) and a loan of £975,000 from
The Public Works Loan Board. 
When asked for his impression straight after the

grand tour, EDDC chairman Graham Godbeer said:
“It’s a fantastic facility worth all the pain there has
been about funding doubts and so on.” 

by Anders Larsson
anders@tindlenews.co.uk

The project divided opinion in the town. For exam-
ple, a poll in 2012 saw 680 people vote against the
project. ‘Only’ 443 voted in favour of proceeding, but
the turnout was a measly 13.03 per cent. 
EDDC chairman Godbeer added: “It is a facility that

will serve generations of Honitonians. I’m looking
forward to see it when it is finished. I’m very ex-
cited.”

BRICKIE | East Devon District Council chairman Graham Godbeer, Honiton mayor David Foster, Honiton town crier Dave Retter and Steven Doyle of Avis & Doyle
Builders take the project forward 

�ere’s a buzz about the Beehive
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Local authorities to discuss
flood prevention action plan
A DOUBLE header of flood damage prevention ad-
vice will be held in Ottery St Mary next week.
The initiative is a joint venture involving Ottery St
mary Town Council, the Environment Agency, police
and local authorities.
Ottery St Mary town clerk Judith Reynolds said:

“It’s nearly five years since Ottery St Mary was hit by

a freak hailstorm and, later, by severe flooding that af-
fected homes and businesses along the River Otter. 
“The hailstorm may have been a once-in-a lifetime

event but flooding can and almost certainly will hap-
pen again. So everyone needs to be prepared.
“The town council is helping raise awareness to-

gether with the Environment Agency, local emergency
planners and Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue
Service on what people can do to make their families,
homes and businesses less at risk, and what they might

be able to do to assist others prepare as volunteer flood
marshals.”
The two sessions will take place in The Institute on

Tuesday, October 8th.
First is an afternoon exhibition, starting at 2pm, by

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service, Devon
and Cornwall Police and local authority emergency
planners plus suppliers of flood prevention equipment.
During the evening session, starting at 7pm, people

can find out more about what they can do to protect
their families, homes and businesses, and how volun-
teer flood marshals can help others prepare.
More information about the double event is available

from the town council.

By Anders Larsson
anders@tindlenews.co.uk

� AMATUER photographers got together at Escot Park near Ottery St Mary to get tips from top local photographer Richard Austin. 
See page 17 for full story
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